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A Guide to East Africa’s National Parks and Game Reserves:
Insights for Travel Providers

East Africa is synonymous with world-class wildlife experiences, breathtaking landscapes,
and diverse ecosystems. For travel providers, creating unforgettable experiences for clients
often starts with understanding the region’s key attractions. For East Africa, some of the
biggest attractions are its remarkable national parks and game reserves.

This guide offers insights into the top 10 parks and reserves, their unique features, and tips
to help you craft holiday packages which appeal to the most discerning of travellers.
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Serengeti National Park, Tanzania
Why it matters

Serengeti National Park is undoubtedly one of East Africa’s best known safari spots.
Spanning almost 15,000 square kilometres, it’s home to the world-famous ‘Great
Migration’, where millions of wildebeest, zebras, and gazelles traverse the plains in search
of water and grazing. The park also boasts the ‘Big Five’ and an impressive diversity of birds.
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What to highlight in packages

¢ Match the Migration: Offer seasonal packages to witness different phases of the
migration, from calving in the southern Serengeti (January - March) to the river
crossings in the north (July - September). In addition to November to December on
the Eastern plains of the Serengeti.

e Accommodation Options: The Serengeti caters to high-end travellers with luxurious
camps and lodges, mid-level affordable lodges and camps along with mobile camps
offering intimate, close-to-nature experiences.

o Balloon Safaris: As a truly unique experience, consider including hot air balloon
safaris for a unique aerial perspective of the Serengeti’s vast landscapes.
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Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya

Why it matters

The Maasai Mara is an extension of the Serengeti ecosystem and is known around the world
for its diverse wildlife and cultural experiences. The reserve plays host to the Great
Migration’s final leg and offers exceptional wildlife sightings, including lions, cheetahs, and
leopards.

What to highlight in packages

o Exclusive Game Viewing: Utilise local conservancies to offer exclusive game drives,
night safaris, and walking tours for an even more intimate experience. Some
activities are only available and specific properties.

e Cultural Integration: Visit local Maasai communities to provide clients with
authentic, sustainable cultural experiences.

e Photography Tours: The Mara’s photogenic landscapes and wildlife make it ideal for
specialised photography safaris.
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Ngorongoro Conservation Area, Tanzania

Why it matters

Famous for the Ngorongoro crater, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Ngorongoro
Conservation Area is an unmissable destination. The crater’s floor is home to a high
concentration of wildlife within a relatively small area, making it a perfect one-day safari
stop.

What to highlight in packages

o Crater Expeditions: Focus on the ease of spotting wildlife here, including rhinos,
lions, and hippos, thanks to the dense population in the crater.

e Combined Itineraries: Combine Ngorongoro with a broader northern Tanzania safari
circuit, including the Serengeti, Tarangire and Lake Manyara.

e Archaeological Insights: Showcase visits to Olduvai Gorge, often referred to as the
‘Cradle of Humankind’, for travellers interested in local history.
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Amboseli National Park, Kenya

Why it matters

Amboseli is renowned for its majestic views of Mount Kilimanjaro and large elephant herds.
The park’s open landscapes make for spectacular wildlife viewing, with photography
opportunities at every turn.

What to highlight in packages

o Elephant Safaris: Amboseli’s elephant population is one of the largest in Africa,
making it a prime destination for close encounters.

¢ Scenic Photography: Showcase Amboseli as a photographer’s dream destination,
with Kilimanjaro’s snow-capped peaks providing a stunning backdrop.

e Accessibility: Its proximity to Nairobi makes it an excellent addition to short
itineraries or combined tours with other Kenyan parks including Tsavo National Park,
Samburu Game Reserve or Taita Hills Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, Uganda

Why it matters

Bwindi is a haven for gorilla trekking, home to nearly half of the world’s mountain gorilla
population. This UNESCO World Heritage Site is a bucket-list destination for nature lovers
and adventurers alike.

What to highlight in packages

e Gorilla Permits: Permits are in short supply and demand can often exceed supply.

e Luxury in the Wild: New properties opening offering more high-end travel along
with mid and lower level offering to cater to all clientele budgets.

e Multi-Destination Tours: Combine Bwindi with visits to Queen Elizabeth National
Park or trek for chimps in Kibale Forest National Park for a more diverse Ugandan
safari experience.
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Volcanoes National Park, Rwanda
Why it matters

Volcanoes National Park is another premier gorilla trekking destination, known for its
conservation efforts and connection to the late Dian Fossey, widely known for her gorilla
research and conservation work. This park’s dramatic volcanic landscapes add a truly unique
touch.

What to highlight in packages

o Exclusive Experiences: Offer personalised gorilla trekking tours with private guides
for high-value clients wanting that more intimate experience

¢ Community Tourism: Highlight cultural opportunities, such as traditional dance
performances and local markets.

e Eco-Luxury: Rwanda’s eco-friendly luxury lodges are a key point for environmentally
conscious travellers.
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Lake Nakuru National Park, Kenya

Why it matters

Lake Nakuru is celebrated for its flamingos and rhino conservation efforts. Its relatively
smaller size and proximity to Nairobi make it a popular inclusion in shorter Kenyan
itineraries.
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What to highlight in packages

e Bird Watching: This park is a haven for bird enthusiasts, with over 450 species
recorded.

e Conservation Focus: Highlight the successful rhino breeding programs and
opportunities to see both black and white rhinos.

o Accessibility: Market Lake Nakuru as part of a longer safari, paired with the Maasai
Mara, Samburu or Amboseli.
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Nyerere National Park (formerly Selous Game Reserve), Tanzania

Why it matters

This lesser-known gem is one of Africa’s largest game reserves, offering an off-the-beaten-
path safari experience. With fewer crowds, this park offers a more intimate connection with

the wilderness.

What to highlight in packages

o Authenticity: Appeal to adventurous travellers seeking solitude and unique wildlife

experiences.

o Diverse Activities: Showcase the boating safaris on the Rufiji River, walking safaris,
and fly camping as alternatives to traditional game drives.

e« Combined Itineraries: Pair Selous with visits to Zanzibar or Tanzania’s southern
circuit parks for a well-rounded experience.
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Queen Elizabeth National Park, Uganda
Why it matters

Queen Elizabeth National Park offers a combination of diverse ecosystems, abundant
wildlife, and unique attractions like tree-climbing lions in the Ishasha sector.

What to highlight in packages

e Kazinga Channel Cruises: Promote boat safaris for up-close encounters with hippos,
crocodiles, and birdlife.

¢ Tree-Climbing Lions: Highlight this rare experience as a must-see.

e Chimps and Wildlife: Combine with chimpanzee trekking in Kyambura Gorge or
Kalinzu Forest for a varied adventure.
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Tarangire National Park, Tanzania

Why it matters

Known for its massive baobab trees, seasonal migration, and large elephant herds, Tarangire
offers a quieter, less crowded experience.

What to highlight in packages

e Seasonal Highlights: Market dry season safaris (June - October) when wildlife
concentrates along the Tarangire River.

o Diverse Landscapes: Emphasise the park’s unique mix of woodlands, swamps, and
open savannah.

¢ Family-Friendly Options: Showcase lodges and camps offering family-oriented
safaris and activities.
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Tips for travel providers

1.

Tailor Itineraries: Focus on creating niche experiences, such as birdwatching safaris,
photography tours, or cultural immersion packages.

Leverage Local Partnerships: Collaborate with local operators, lodges, and guides to
offer unique, authentic experiences.

Seasonal Planning: Educate clients on the best times to visit each park for optimal
wildlife viewing and weather conditions.

Upsell: Highlight luxury options, private tours, or exclusive conservancy access for
premium clients.

Combine Destinations: Encourage multi-country safaris to showcase the region’s
diversity and maximise your clients’ experiences.

Final thoughts — A Wealth of Opportunity

East Africa’s national parks and game reserves offer unmatched experiences which continue
to attract travellers from around the world. Understanding the unique aspects of each
destination is key to creating itineraries that not only meet but exceed client expectations.

By showcasing the diversity, exclusivity, and immersive wealth of East Africa’s wilderness,
you can position your offerings as the ultimate gateway to one of the world’s most
extraordinary travel regions.

If you’re looking to add East Africa’s world-class national parks and game reserves to your
travel offering, get in touch with us to find out more about how we can help.
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