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April Blog 
How to Plan a Honeymoon Safari: What Couples Often Get Wrong 

A safari honeymoon in East Africa is one of the most memorable ways to start married life. 
Few experiences compare to watching elephants cross the savannah at sunrise or sharing a 
lantern-lit dinner in the bush. 
  
But planning a safari honeymoon is very different from planning a traditional beach or city 
escape - travel logistics, wildlife seasons and lodge styles all influence the experience. Many 
couples unknowingly make small planning mistakes that can affect the pace, privacy, and 
romance of their trip.  
 
Here are some of the most common honeymoon safari planning mistakes, and how to avoid 
them. 
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Trying to See Too Much in One Trip 
One of the most common mistakes couples make is trying to fit too many destinations into a 
short honeymoon. Safari itineraries often look efficient on paper, but constant movement 
can quickly become tiring. You don’t need a long list of locations to make a safari 
memorable – there is so much beauty and life to discover in any given spot.  
  
Safari travel typically involves small aircraft flights, game drives and early mornings, and 
moving camps every two nights can quickly chip away at the relaxed atmosphere most 
couples want from their honeymoon. In reality, fewer locations often create a better 
experience as you can settle into the rhythm of the bush and enjoy more spontaneous 
moments together. 
  
A slower itinerary, such as one with two safari camps, usually works best for a 10-to-12-day 
honeymoon. 
 
Choosing the Wrong Type of Safari Lodge 
Not all safari lodges are designed with honeymooners in mind. Some camps cater to family 
safaris or larger tour groups, which can change the atmosphere significantly.  
 
What Couples Should Look For 
On your honeymoon, it is the little details which can make your trip even more special. Look 
for features like private decks or plunge pools for ultimate indulgence, or outdoor baths and 
star beds to immerse you in the magical East African atmosphere. We would also 
recommend looking into accommodation with flexible dining arrangements, so you have 
even more freedom to take each moment as it comes.  
 
Room location also matters more than many people realise. The most romantic rooms are 
often those furthest from communal areas such as bars or dining tents. If privacy is 
important, we would recommend requesting a quiet room location during booking. 
 

 
 

https://arpafrica.com/accommodation-management/
https://arpafrica.com/news/october-blog-family-safaris/
https://arpafrica.com/news/october-blog-family-safaris/
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Not Planning for Travel Fatigue After the Wedding 
Many couples leave for their safari immediately after their wedding. After months of 
planning a busy celebration, the combination of long-haul flights and early game drives can 
feel overwhelming. A better approach is to begin with a gentle first night in a gateway city, 
such as Nairobi or Arusha, before flying into the safari camps. This slower start allows you to 
recover from travel and adjust to the safari schedule, which often starts before sunrise to 
maximise wildlife viewing opportunities. 
 
You have spent long enough racing around to meet deadlines, take some time to breathe 
before jumping into the next adventure.  
 
Forgetting That Safari Days Are Active 
Many travellers assume a safari will feel like a relaxing resort holiday. In reality, safari days 
are active and can be quite structured. 
  
What a Typical Safari Day Consists Of 
 
A typical day on safari follows a rhythm that is both structured and immersive. The days 
typically begin with a very early morning, with sunrise game drives offering the chance to 
see predators and other wildlife when they are most active. Around midday, the pace slows 
considerably with time to relax, unwind by the pool or in your private suite during the 
hottest period of the day. As temperatures begin to cool, the afternoon brings more 
opportunities to head out on a game drive, often extending into the early evening when the 
landscape transforms into a golden glow around sunset.  
 
After a packed day, the evening may bring another memorable safari tradition, such as 
sundowners in the bush. This lets you enjoy a drink or two served against a dramatic sunset, 
followed by a leisurely dinner back at camp - often under the stars. 
 
While incredibly rewarding, this schedule can be surprisingly tiring. Couples often benefit 
from including downtime in their itinerary, such as a spa day, shorter drives, or simply an 
afternoon enjoying the view from their lodge veranda. Leaving room for spontaneous 
moments often creates the most memorable experiences. 
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Ignoring the Small Details  
Safari camps are known for thoughtful hospitality, but many honeymoon perks only happen 
if the lodge knows the occasion. 
  
When booking, make sure your safari operator notes that the trip is a honeymoon. Many 
lodges will offer (sometimes at an additional cost): 
 

• Champagne or welcome gifts 
• Private bush dinners 
• Special turndown surprises 

  
These thoughtful touches can transform an already special safari into something truly 
unforgettable. 
  
Overlooking Unique East African Experiences 
A safari honeymoon is about more than game drives. Some of the most memorable 
experiences are the unique activities available across East Africa. 
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Safari honeymoon activities for couples 
There are a vast range of activities you can enjoy whilst on your honeymoon safari, which 
add even more unforgettable experiences to your trip. There is truly something for 
everyone, whether you are looking for extra adventure or some intimate and unique one-
on-one time.  
 
Consider: 
 

• Hot air balloon safaris over Serengeti National Park, Masai Mara National Reserve, 
Tarangire National Park, Amboseli National Park, or Ruaha National Park 

• Gorilla trekking in Uganda or Rwanda 
• Private bush dinners under the stars 
• Open air safari experiences 
• A beach extension in Zanzibar or the Kenyan coast 

 
Combining wildlife experiences with cultural encounters or a beach stay makes for a well-
balanced honeymoon which offers plenty of adventure and relaxation. 
 
 
  

https://arpafrica.com/news/experience-the-adventure-of-a-lifetime-with-serengeti-balloon-safaris/
https://arpafrica.com/news/the-best-open-air-safari-experiences-in-east-africa/


ARP AFRICA TRAVEL PAGE 6 OF 6 

 

Not Working with a Specialist Safari Planner 
Safari travel involves complex logistics such as small aircraft flights, seasonal wildlife 
patterns, park regulations, and lodge availability. Experienced safari specialists understand 
the subtle differences between camps, locations, and travel seasons, and their knowledge 
can help couples avoid common planning mistakes and design a trip that reflects your travel 
style.  
 
Working with an expert also ensures your itinerary balances wildlife, romance, and 
relaxation. These are the three elements which make a honeymoon safari truly memorable. 
  
Creating a Truly Unforgettable Safari Honeymoon 
A honeymoon safari in East Africa offers something few other destinations can - adventure, 
intimacy, and unforgettable shared experiences.  
  
The key to planning the perfect safari honeymoon is not simply choosing the right 
destinations, it is creating the right pace, privacy, and balance. 
  
With thoughtful planning, expert guidance, and a willingness to slow down and enjoy the 
moment, a safari honeymoon is truly the perfect way to begin married life. Ready to find 
out more about your dream honeymoon safari? Explore our collection of safari packages 
and contact us today to find out more. 
 

 

https://arpafrica.com/our-products/
https://arpafrica.com/contact-us/

